APPLICATION for a ZONING PERMIT
City of Laingsburg
114 N Woodhuill
P.0.Box 178
Laingsburg, Mi 48848
Phone:(517) 651-5374 e Fax: (517) 651-5512
Email: clerk@laingsburg.us

. App. Date: Receipt # Fee: $ Pemit #
Review Date: O Approved O] Denied  By:

Property AddressILocatlon Applicant (if not Owner)
Address/Street: Name' '
Nearest Cross Rd.: Address:

Tcwnship: City/State/Zip:
Parcel Number: Phone;
Zoning District: Fax/Email;

Owner Information

If New Construction or Addition

Name:

Address:

CitylStatelZip:

Phone:

Fax/Email:

'| Please Attach All That Apply:

[]Land Division Certiicate [ | Survey

Tvpe of Request

[1Proof of Ownership
] Septic Permit # Well Permit #——————
[ Driveway Permit [_] Scil Erosion Permit
[ ] New Address I New Sewer Connection
Yes | No For All Appiications

[ Principal Structure

Did vou attacn a “Site Plan Drawing®2 ,

Accessory Structure

Are vou making grade (earth) chang=s?

‘Agricultural Structure

Is your praject within 500 #. of surface water?

Temporary Structure/Use

Is this sit2 currently violating the Ordmance?

Democlition Permit

H Sian .

Home Occupation For Sign Permits Onlv

| Fence Type of Business: -
‘Deck or Porch Total display area in sguare feet:
Pool Proposed setback from Riaght-of-Wav:
Solar Sian height: _Sigr purpose:

Outdoor Solid Fuel Furnace

Type:[ 1 Pole [1Grcund [ Iwall []Other

Shared Driveway

Heiaht and width of wall.

‘Buildable Lot Study

Attach Sign drawing showing copy [

‘Hazardous Material Storage

Other:

Describe Proposed Building or Land Use

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLIANCE

! am the owner of, or the authorized agent of the owner, of the lot (parcel of land) described and shown an the altached site plan. | am famili= wnl- the
Shiawassee County Zoning Ordinance, including the related laws listed in Section.16.5.3. | hereby attes! tasad upon my kncwledge and belie? that this
request is complete; in compliance with, and warrants approval under the Shiawassee County Zoning Osdirance of 1999, as:zmended.

Signature of Applicant

Date



Building & Trade Permits and Inspections

Shiawassee County Building Department Main Number:

989-743-2396 or comdev@shiawassee.net

Inspector:
Building Inspector: 989-743-2394

Housing Rehabilitation Program:

Kimberley Carter: 317-677-6827

Kim.revitalizelle@gmail.com

Planning & Zoning

Paunla Willounghby, Zoning Administrator: 317-651-3374

Peter J. Preston, Community Planning & Zoning Consultant:

317-256-0566



ARTICLE 14

SIGNAGE

SECTION 1401 INTENT AND PURPOSE

A.

The purpose and intent of this Article is to regulate the locaion, size, constructioti,
and manner of display of signs and outdoor advertising i1 order to minimize effeczs of
the signage on the character and well-being of the community. While it is recognizec
that signs and outdoor advertising are necessary to promote commerce and public
information, failure to regulate them may lead to poor iazatification of ‘ndividual
businesses, deterioration and blight of business and residential areas, conflicts
between different types of land use, and reduction in traZfic safety to pedestrians and
motorists.

To achieve the intent and purpose, the following objectives are considered in the
deveiopment of these provisions:

1. To prevent the placement of signs in a manner that wil conceal or obscure
signs or adjacent businesses;

2. To keep the number of signs and sign messages at he level reasonably
necessary to identify a business and its products;

3. To keep signs within a reasonable scale with respect to the builcings they
identify;
4. To reduce visual distraction and obsiructions to motorists traveling elong,

entering or leaving streets; and
5. To promote quality that enhances the character of ths City.

Unless prescribed otherwise in this Ordinance, a permit is required in order to erect,
affix or place a sign. An application for a sign permit can be obtained from the
Zoning Administrator and the process and procedure typical cf a zoning permit szall
be utilized. Permit fees shall be established by the City Cauncil.

SECTION 1402 GENERAL SIGN PROVISIONS

A.

All signs shall be designed, constructed and maintained so as to be zppropriare in
appearance with the existing or intended character of their vicinizy so as not to change
the essential character of the surrounding area.
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1.

Identification signs must be constructed of processed material, such as plastic,
metal or finished (professional sanded and painted) wooed. In no case shail
unfinished material, such as plywood, be utilized for signage.

Unless otherwise provided for herein, all signs must advertise a dusiness or service on
the premises upon which the sign is located and to which the sign is accessory to the
gpproved use or development.

Nluminazion of signs shall adhere to the following provisions:

1.

e

)

Only indirectly illuminated signs shall be allowed in residential districts
provided such sign is so shielded as to prevent direct light rays “om: being
visible from a public right-of-way or any adjacent residential structure or zoned

property.

Indirectly or internally illuminated signs are permizied in commercial, office
and industrial districts provided such signs are so shielded as to prevent direct
light rays from being visible from a public right-of-way or amv adjacent
residential structure or property. ’

Signs with blinking, flashing, or fluttering lights or other illuminating devices
having a changing light intensity, brightness, or colcr, and that are cons-ructed
and operated as to create an appearance of writing or prirting are permitted in
commercial, office and industrial districts provided that:

a. Such signs are so shielded as to prevent dirsct light rays ~om being
visible from a public right-of-way or any adjacent residential structur=
or property; and

b. The use of animated or Liquid Crystal Display (“LCD’) or other
methods of technology whereas the advertisement is presented in formeaz
the same or similar to a television or mection »icture shall a0t be
permitted. '

The following construction and safety standards shall apply o ail signs constructed in
the City:

1.

[

All signs shall be erected and maintained in compliance with all applicable
building codes, and other applicable ordinances governing const-uction cf
signs. In the event of conflict between this Ordinance and otner laws, the mos:
restrictive shall govern. '

All signs shall be so placed as to not interfere with the visitilicy or efZectiveness

of any official traffic sign or signal; driver vision at any access point cr
intersection; or pedestrian movement on any public sidewalk.
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3. No sign shall be erected, relocated or maintained so as tc obstruct fire fignting
or prevent free access to any door, window or firs escape.

E. Signs shall be measured in the following manner:

1. The area of a sign shall be computed as including the entire a-ea within a regu_ar
geometric form or combination of such forms comprising all the display area of
the sign and including all the elements of the matter displayed. Frames and
structural members not bearing copy or display material shall not be incudzsd
in computation of sign area.

a. Where a sign has two or more faces, the area of all Zaces shail be
included in determining the area of the sign, except wnere two such
faces are placed back to back, parallel to one anotker, and are twelve
(12) inches or less apart, in which case tle area of the sign shall be the
area of one face unless.otherwise restricted nerein.

b. The perimeter of measurable area shall not include embellishments.
such as pole covers, framing, decorative -oofing, etc., provided thar
there is not written advertising copy on suck embezllishments.

C. If the sign is composed of more than two sign cabinets or modules, tke
area enclosing the entire perimeter of all cabinets and/or modules within
a single, continuous geometric figure sha’l be the area of the sign.

d. Specific to wall signs, if the sign is compesed of individual letters or
symbols using a wall or window as the background with no addza
decoration, the total sign area shall be calcuiated by measuring the area
within the perimeter of the letters and sym=»ols as a singie, continuous
perimeter composed of any straight line geometric figure that encioses
the extreme limits of the advertising message.

F. Excepting wall signs on permitted buildings and legally nor-conforming buildings, all
signs, as measured at the outer edge of the sign, shall maintain a mininmum setback of
ten (20) feet from all property lines and/or the right-of-way unless otherwise specifiza
by the Ordinance.

G. Signage prohibited in all districts is as follows:

1. Signs not expressly permitted are prohibited,;

2. Roof signs;

3. Signs affixed to trees, rocks, shrubs, utility poles or similar rearural features.
except signs denoting a site of historic significance;
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Signs that imitate or obscure traffic signals, traffic direction signs, or similar
traZfic control devices, and signs which make use of words such as “Stop”,
“Look”, “Danger”, or any other words, phrases, sym=ols or characters as o
interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic;

Temporary signs mounted upon trucks, vans, or other wheeled devices ard
parked in a location for advertising purposes, except for political signs;

Signs permanently painted on, or otherwise permansntly displayed upon z
vehicle, licensed and operating on the public streets and highways, identifyirg
the owner's occupation or livelihood, shall be permitied, provided that sad
vehicle is operational and utilized on a daily basis;

All signs, other than those erected by a public agency, that are located within or
overhang the public right-of-way or on public property are explicitly not
permitted; and

Festoon signage, banners, pennants, ribbons, streamers. spinners, incandescerit
light bulbs, or other such temporary features which are mung or strung overhead
and which are not integral, physical parts of the bui'ding or structure they are
intended to serve.

‘With the exception of construction and safety provisions fcund herein, the followirg

signs are exempt from this Article and a permit is not required for their ins:allation:

1.

Nameplates containing only name and address not exceeding two 2) square
feet i size.

Political campaign signs announcing candidates seeking public offics.

“No Hunting,” “No Fishing,” “No Trespassing” signs if less than twe (2) squarz
feet.

Fistorical Markers.

Signs in the interior of a building, unless such sign substantially meets the
definition of “sign” as provided herein.

Signs of a non-commercial nature and in the public interest, erected by, or an
the order of, a public officer in the performance o h-s public duty, such as
dirsctional signs, regulatory signs, and information signs.

Names of buildings, dates of erection, monument citztions, commemorative
tablets, and the like, when carved into stone, concrzte, or similar material or
made of other permanent type construction and made an integral nart of the
structure.
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Any “For Sale” sign affixed to a wall, mailbox, pest, lamp post. or pillar: ard
which is not larger than two (2) square feet in display surface.

Flags or banners bearing the official design of a nation, state, municipality,
educational institution and organization.

SECTION 1403 SIGNS PERMITTED IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

A. The following signs are permitted in zoning districts where residential use and
development is a permitted use.

1.

One free-standing residential development identification sign is pe-mittec for
each public street frontage of a subdivision, site condominium, multiple-fami’
development, or a manufactured housing community.

a. Each free-standing residential development identification sign shail not
exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area and shall not exceed five (5}
feet in height from ground level to top edge of display. Cross height of
the sign, including decorative masonry or fencing shall net exceed sight
(8) feet from ground level.

b. One (1) additional sign advertising "For Rent" or "Vzcancy" may be
placed on each public street frontage of a rental development, providea
that such sign shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in area.

c. Pole mounted signs are not permitted.

For approved or legally non-conforming home occupations, one (1) ncn-
illuminated name plate, not more than four (4, square feet ir area, may be
attached to the structure. The sign shall contain cnly the name, occupation, and
address of the premises.

a. If the structure housing the home occupation is more than fifty (50 feer
from the road right-of-way, the sign for the home occupation mav bs
mounted on a pole no less than fifteen (15) “eet from the road right-of-
way. The gross height of signage shall not exceed four (4, feet from
ground level.

One identification sign shall be permitted for each public street frontage having
a curb cut for vehicle entrance for a school, church building, park, municipal
buildings, civic organizations, quasi-public uses, or other authorized use or

legal nonconforming use is a residential district.

a. Each sign shall not exceed eighteen (18) sqiare feet in ar=a. Signs
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SECTION 1404
(AMENDED 2(17)

A

shall not exceed five (5) feet in height from ground level to op edge of
display. Gross height of the sign, including decorative masonry or
fencing shall not exceed eight (8) feet from ground level.

SIGNS PERMITTED IN NON-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

The following signs are permitted in association with single ot developments in zoning
cistricts where non-residential use development, excepting mixed-use -esidentizl
aevelopment, is a permitted use.

1. Each structure is permitted a maximum signage area for one or more wa_l signs
no greater than one (1) square foot of sign area for 2ach one (1) linear foot of
building length which faces one public street.

2. Each developed lot that is not part of an overall development hat wouid
constitute a business center is permitted either a free-standing identification
s_gn, an awning sign, or a projecting sign subject to *he following provisions:

a.

A free-standing identification sign shall not exceed thirtv-two (32)
square feet in area and shall not exceed six (6, fest in height from ground
level to top edge of display. Gross heignt of the sign, including
decorative masonry or fencing shall not exceed eight (8) feet from
ground level.

The leading edge of a free-standing identificaticn sign shall e located
no closer than ten (10) feet from a public road right-of-way, or from a
structure. A free-standing identification sign may not be located in or
closer than three (3) feet from a planned or estavlished pedestrian way

An awning sign must have a minimum vertical clearance o eight (8)
feet from the lowest point of the awning to tae sidewalk. Sign lettering
or logos may comprise up to thirty-five (35) percent of the tatal exterior
surface of an awning. Internal illumination o= awning signs i3 permitted
where the permitted awning sign area is illuminated thrcagh semu-
opaque material and the remainder of awning ccnsists of opaque
material.

A projecting sign shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square “eet in area
per sign face and shall maintain a minimum vertical clearance of eight
(8) feet between the lowest point of the sign and the sidewalk. All
projecting signs shall be secured to the building by metal ancnors, bolts,
supports, rods or braces.

An automobile fueling station may have one additional free-standirg

‘identification, awning sign, or projecting sign for each public street
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frontage having a driveway for the purpose of advertising gasclinzs
prices and other services provided on the premises.

A business center is a planned grouping of two (2) or more businesses or estaslishments
on one (1) or more parcels of property that share parking and access. The structures
are l:nked architecturally or otherwise present the appearance of a unified grouping of
businesses. A business center shall be considered one {1) use for the purposes of
determining the maximum number and area of identification signs. Examples of suca
business centers include shopping centers, office parks, industr-al parks, or ather
integrated group of stores, commercial buildings, office builcings or indusirial
builcings. The following signs are permitted in association with a tusiness center:

1. Each business center shall be permitted one free-standing identification sign
identifying the primary tenants in a business center. office park -r an industriai
park at the entrance(s) of the business center with tae public road.

a. The name of the business center and the ma or tenants 1ocated therein
are permitted on the sign. Each lot or unit i a business center shall hava
one (1) available space on each free-standing identification siga
available for use.

b. The maximum permitted sign area for a free-standing identification sign
servicing a business park shall be eighty (80) square feet. Each space
for tenant identification shall be no larger than twelve 712) inches b
forty-eight (48) inches.

c. The leading edge of a free-standing identification sign snall be lecated
no closer than ten (10) feet from a public road right-of-svay, or frcm a
structure. The leading edge of a free-standing iaentificztion sign me¥
not be located in or closer than three (3) feet from a plannsd or
established pedestrian way. '

2. Individual tenants within a business center are not permitted free-standing signs
in addition to the business free-standing identification s:gn.

3. Each business in a business center with ground floor rontage shail be perm:tted
one exterior wall sign. The sign area for such ar exterior wal sign shzll be
computed as one (1) square foot for each one (1) lineer foot of butlding frontage
occupied by the business.

Window signs shall be permitted and shall not be included in total sign area
computation if said signs do not occupy more than twenty-iive (25) percent of the totzal
window area of the floor level on which displayed or exceed a total of twenty (203
square feet. Windows signage shall not be permitted to exceed taese th-esholds unless
such area of sign is counted toward the maximum requirements Zor a wall sign.
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D. Manual znd electronic changeable copy signs shall be permitzec wher incorporated into
a permitted wall or free-standing identification sign provided that -he area devoted io
changeable copy does not exceed fifty (50) percent of the permissible sign area. Se=
Section “402.C as it pertains to the use of electronic display.

E. One (1) menu board for a drive-in or drive-through establisaments shzll be permitted
in addition to other signs permitted under these regulations, providad such sign does
not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area or six (6) feet in height frem finished grade.

F.  On-premise directional signs that direct traffic for purposes of ingress and egress, typz
cf vehicle parking, and to specific uses area, such as for drive-through, are permitteg.
Such signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in size and four (4) feet in height. Suca
signs shall display no more than a directional arrow, appropr:ate text as 1o the item
being directed to, and the logo of the establishment.

G. Folding and portable sandwich board signs shall only be permitted in the C-1, Centrel
Business district and in compliance with Section 54-104 of the City of _aingsburg
General Code of Ordinances. In addition to Section 54-104, sandwich board signs arz
to meet the following standards:

1. Shall be located as to not interfere with pedestrian and vehicalar ‘raffic and
adjacent to an existing improvement such as the principal structure, lamp post

or street free;

Shall only be located and displayed in front of business the such signage is

NY

advertising;
2. Shall only be placed outside during normal business hours; and
4, Shall not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in area.

SECTION 1405 TEMPORARY SIGNS

A. The following temporary signs shall be permitted in accordance with the following
provisions and by issuance of a permit by the Zoning Admiristrator.

1. One (1) non-illuminated sign used for advertising land or buildings for ren:,
lease, or sale of residential property shall be permittec provided such signs are
located on the property intended to be rented, leased, or sold.

a. Such signs shall not exceed an area of six (6) sguare feet and a height cf
four (4) feet.
b. If the lot or parcel has more than oné (1) frontage, one (1, additionzl

sign shall be permitted on the property on each frontage.
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C. Such sign(s) shall be removed within seven (7) days after sale, lease e-
rent of subject residential property.

One (1) non-illuminated sign used for advertising tand or buiidings for ren,
lease, or sale of non-residential property shall be permitted provided such signs
are located on the property intended to be rented, leased, or solc.

a. Such signs shall not exceed an area of twalve (12} scuare feet and a
height of ten (10) feet.

b. If the lot or parcel has more than one (1) rontage, one (1) additional
sign shall be permitted on the property on each frontage.

c. Such sign(s) shall be removed within sever: (7) days after sale, lease or
rent of space subject to advertisement.

Temporary real estate directional signs, not exceeding six (6) square feet in area
and four (4) in number, showing a directional arrow and placed outside of the
right-of-way, shall be permitted on approach routes to an open house. The
height of such signs shall not exceed three (3) feet.

Signs identifying building contractors, excavatcrs, professionzl design Zirms
and lending institutions are permitted temporarily on sites under constructior.
Each sign not to exceed six (6) square feet overall, with not more than a total cf
four (4) such signs permitted on each site.

a. The sign shall be confined to the site of corsiruction, constriction shed
or construction trailer and shall be removed within fourteen (14) days
of completion of services, construction or a certificate of occupancy has
been issued.

Banners, pennants, search lights, balloons, or otaer gas filled figurss shzll be
permitted at the opening of a new business in a commercial or industrial districi
for a period not to exceed fourteen (14) consecutive days. Such signs shail nct
obstruct pedestrian or vehicular view and shall not interfere i1 any way with
safe traffic flow.

One (1) portable temporary sign shall be permittea “or & perioa not to exceed
fourteen (14) consecutive days, and not for more than four (4) times per year.

a. The placement of a portable temporary sign shail e approved at the
discretion of the Zoning Administrator in order to ensure safe and

efficient pedestrian and vehicular traffic mcvement.

b. A portable temporary sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square fest
in size and have a height no greater than four (4) “eet in neight.
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C. The sign shall be placed at least ten (10) feet “rom the road-right-of-
way.

Temporary signs are not permitted within or allowed to overhang a public right-
of-way or to occupy public property.
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